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Essential Characteristics of Metaphysics 

!"#$%&'"%&(%$#)#*+,&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&.%2%,,3(#$4&#5-$#%,&'"%&#.'%(0%.'#*.&
of an element drawn from the sentimental order, the metaphysical 
-*#.'&*/&0#%1&#,&%62$+,#0%$4&#.'%$$%2'+3$7&8+'&3$'"*+)"&/*(&*+(&-3('&1%&
find such a remark sufficiently clear, to many people it might seem to 
9%,2(#8%&'"%&5%'3-"4,#23$&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&#.39%&:+3'%$4;&+./35#$#3(&3,&#'&
is to Westerners, so that a few additional explanations will not come 
35#,,<& =2#%.2%& 3.9& -"#$*,*-"4;& ,+2"& 3,& '"%4& 3(%& '*& 8%& /*+.9& #.& '"%&
!%,'%(.&1*($9;&3$,*&#.&/32'&"30%&-(%'%.&,#*.,&'*13(9&#.'%$$%2'+3$#'47&#/&
we do not admit that these claims are well-founded and if we maintain 
that a gulf separates all specula tions of this kind from metaphysics, 
'"#,&#,&8%23+,%&-+(%&#.'%$$%2'+&3$#'4;&3,&1%&+.9%(,'3.9&#';&#,&3&0%(4&9#/-
/%(%.'&'"#.)&/(*5&'"%&(3'"%(&03)+%&#9%3,&'"3'&*(9#.3(#$4&-3,,&+.9%(&'"3'&
.35%<&

It should be explained first of all that in adopting the term “meta-
-"4,#2,>&1%&3(%&.*'&)(%3'$4&2*.2%(.%9&1#'"&'"%&"#,'*(#23$&*(#)#.&*/&'"%&
1*(9;&1"#2"&#,&*-%.&'*&,*5%&9*+8';&3.9&1"#2"&1*+$9&%0%.&"30%&'*&
be regarded as purely accidental if one were prepared to admit the 
*-#.#*.;&3&9%2#9%9$4&#5-(*838$%&*.%&#.&*+(&0#%1;&322*(9#.)&'*&1"#2"&
'"%&1*(9&13,&/#(,'&+,%9&'*&9%.*'%&'"3'&1"#2"&235%&?3/'%(&-"4,#2,>&#.&
'"%&2*$$%2'%9&1*(@,&*/&A(#,'*'$%<&B#@%1#,%;&1%&.%%9&.*'&2*.2%(.&*+(-
,%$0%,&1#'"&03(#*+,&*'"%(&(3'"%(&/3(C/%'2"%9&#.'%(-(%'3&'#*.,&'"3'&2%('3#.&
3+'"*(,&"30%&'"*+)"'&/#'&'*&3''32"&'*&'"#,&1*(9&3'&9#//%(%.'&'#5%,7&'"%,%&
3(%&.*'&(%3,*.,;&"*1%0%(;&/*(&)#0#.)&+-&#',&+,%;&/*(;&,+2"&3,&#'&#,;&#'&#,&
0%(4&1%$$&,+#'%9&/*(&1"3'&#'&,"*+$9&.*(53$$4&8%&23$$%9&+-*.&'*&%6-(%,,;&
3'&$%3,'&,*&/3(&3,&3.4&'%(5&8*((*1%9&/(*5&'"%&!%,'%(.&$3.)+3)%,&%0%(&
23.&8%<&D.&32'+3$&/32';&'3@%.&#.&#',&5*,'&.3'&+(3$&,%.,%;&%0%.&%'45*$*)#-
23$$4;&#'&9%.*'%,&1"3'%0%(&$#%,&?8%4*.9&-"4,#2,>7&'"%&1*(9&?-"4,#2,>&
5+,'&"%(%&8%&'3@%.&'*&9%.*'%&'"%&.3'+(3$&,2#%.2%,&0#%1%9&3,&3&1"*$%&
and considered in quite a general man ner, as they always were by the 
3.2#%.',7&#'&5+,'&*.&.*&322*+.'&8%&'3@%.&'*&(%/%(&'*&*.%&*/&'"*,%&,2#-
%.2%,&#.&-3('#2+$3(;&322*(9#.)&'*&'"%&(%,'(#2'%9&5%3.#.)&#.&0*)+%&3'&'"%&
-(%,%.'&934<&D'&#,&'"%(%/*(%&*.&'"%&83,#,&*/&'"#,&#.'%(-(%'3'#*.&'"3'&1%&
53@%&+,%&*/&'"%&'%(5&?5%'3-"4,&#2,>;&3.9&1%&5+,'&53@%&#'&2$%3(&*.2%&
for all that if we persist in using it, this is solely for the reasons just 
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)#0%.&3.9&8%23+,%&1%&2*.,#9%(& '"3'& #'& #,& 3$134,&+.9%,#(38$%& '*&"30%&
(%2*+(,%&'*&.%*$*)#,5,&%62%-'&#.&23,%,&*/&38,*$+'%&.%2%,,#'4<&

It may now be stated that metaphysics, understood in this way, is 
%,,%.'#3$$4&'"%&@.*1$%9)%&*/&'"%&E.#0%(,3$;&*(;&#/&-(%/%((%9;&'"%&@.*1$-
%9)%&*/&-(#.2#-$%,&8%$*.)#.)&'*&'"%&+.#0%(,3$&*(9%(;&1"#2"&5*(%*0%(&
3$*.%&23.&03$#9$4& $34&2$3#5&'*&'"%&.35%&*/&-(#.2#-$%,7&8+'& #.&53@#.)&
this statement we are not really trying to propose a defi nition of meta-
-"4,#2,;&/*(&,+2"&3&'"#.)&#,&3&,"%%(&#5-*,,#8#$#'4&84&(%3,*.&*/&'"3'&0%(4&
+.#0%(,3$#'4&1"#2"&1%&$**@&+-*.&3,&'"%&/*(%5*,'&35*.)&#',&2"3(32'%(-
#,'#2,;&'"%&*.%&/(*5&1"#2"&3$$&'"%&*'"%(,&3(%&9%(#0%9<&D.&(%3$#'4;&*.$4&
something that is limited is capable of defi nition, whereas metaphysics 
#,& *.& '"%& 2*.'(3(4& 84& #',& 0%(4& .3'+(%& 38,*$+'%$4& +.$#5#'%9;& 3.9& '"#,&
plainly does not allow of our enclos ing it within a more or less narrow 
/*(5+$37&3.9&3&9%/#.#'#*.&#.&'"#,&23,%&1*+$9&8%&3$$&'"%&5*(%&#.322+(3'%&
'"%&5*(%&%632'&*.%&'(#%9&'*&53@%&#'<&
D'& #,& #5-*('3.'& '*& .*'%& '"3'&1%&"30%& ,-*@%.& */& @.*1$%9)%& 3.9&

.*'&*/&,2#%.2%7&*+(&-+(-*,%&#.&,*&9*#.)&#,&'*&%5-"3,#F%&'"%&(39#23$&9#,-
tinction that must be made between metaphysics, on the one hand, 
3.9&'"%&03(#*+,&,2#%.2%,&#.&'"%&-(*-%(&,%.,%&*/&'"%&1*(9;&*.&'"%&*'"%(;&
namely all the particular and specialized sciences which are directed 
'*& '"%& ,'+94& */& '"#,& *(& '"3'& 9%'%(5#.3'%& 3,-%2'& */& #.9#0#9+3$& '"#.),<&
Fundamentally, this distinction is none other than that between the 
+.#0%(,3$&3.9&'"%&#.9#0#9+3$&*(9%(,;&3&9#,'#.2'#*.&'"3'&5+,'&.*'&"*1-
%0%(&8%&$**@%9&+-*.&3,&3.&*--*,#'#*.;&,#.2%&'"%(%&23.&8%&.*&2*55*.&
measure nor any possible relationship of symmetry or coordination 
8%'1%%.& #',& '1*& '%(5,<& D.9%%9;& .*& *--*,#'#*.& *(& 2*./$#2'& */& 3.4&
,*('& 8%'1%%.&5%'3-"4,#2,& 3.9& '"%& ,2#%.2%,& #,& 2*.2%#0&38$%;& -(%2#,%$4&
8%23+,%&'"%#(&(%,-%2'#0%&9*53#.,&3(%&,*&1#9%$4&,%-3&(3'%97&3.9&%632'$4&
the same thing applies to the relationship between metaphysics and 
(%$#)#*.<&D'&5+,'&"*1%0%(&8%&+.9%(,'**9&'"3'&'"%&9#0#,#*.&#.& +%,'#*.&
9*%,& .*'& ,*&5+2"& 2*.2%(.& '"#.),& '"%5,%$0%,& 3,& '"%& -*#.',& */& 0#%1&
/(*5&1"#2"& '"%4& 3(%& 2*.,#9%(%9<& <& <& <& D'& #,& %3,4& '*& ,%%& '"3'& '"%& ,35%&
,+8G%2'& 23.&8%& ,'+9#%9&84&9#//%(%.'& ,2#%.2%,&+.9%(&9#/&/%(%.'& 3,-%2',7&
,#5#$3($4;&3.4'"#.)&'"3'&534&8%&%635#.%9&/(*5&3.&#.9#0#9+3$&3.9&-3(-
'#2+$3(&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&23.;&84&3&,+#'38$%&'(3.,-*,#'#*.;&%:+3$$4&1%$$&8%&
2*.,#9%(%9&/(*5&'"%&+.#0%(,3$&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&H1"#2"&#,&.*'&'*&8%&(%2@-
*.%9&3,&3&,-%2#3$&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&3'&3$$I;&3.9&'"%&,35%&3--$#%,&#.&'"%&23,%&
*/&'"#.),&#.23-38$%&*/&8%#.)&2*.,#9%(%9&/(*5&3.4&#.9#0#9+3$&,'3.9-*#.'&
1"3',*%0%(<&D.&'"#,&134;&#'&534&8%&,3#9&'"3'&'"%&9*53#.&*/&5%'3-"4,#2,&
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embraces all things, which is an indispensable condition of its being 
'(+$4&+.#0%(,3$;&3,&#'&.%2%,,3(#$4&5+,'&8%7&8+'&'"%&(%,-%2'#0%&9*53#.,&
of the different sciences remain nonetheless distinct from the domain 
of metaphysics, for the latter, which does not occupy the same plane 
as the specialized sciences, is in no wise analogous to them, so that 
'"%(%&23.&.%0%(&8%&3.4&*223&,#*.&/*(&53@#.)&3&2*5-3(#,*.&8%'1%%.&'"%&
(%,+$',&3((#0%9&3'&84&'"%&*.%&3.9&84&'"%&*'"%(,<&

On the other hand, the metaphysical realm certainly does not 
2*.,#,'& */& '"*,%& '"#.),& */&1"#2"& '"%& 03(#*+,& ,2#%.2%,& "30%& /3#$%9& '*&
'3@%& 2*).#F3.2%& ,#5-$4& 8%23+,%& '"%#(& -(%,%.'& ,'3'%& */& 9%0%$*-5%.'&
is more or less incomplete, as is supposed by certain philosophers 
1"*& 23.& "3(9$4& "30%& (%3$#F%9&1"3'& #,& #.& :+%,'#*.& "%(%7& '"%& 9*53#.&
*/&5%'3-"4,#2,&2*.,#,',&*/&'"3'&1"#2";&*/&#',&0%(4&.3'+(%;&$#%,&*+',#9%&
the range of those sciences and far exceeds in scope all they can legiti-
53'%$4&2$3#5&'*&2*.'3#.<&J"%&9*53#.&*/&%0%(4&,2#%.2%&#,&3$134,&9%-%.-
9%.'&+-*.&%6-%(#5%.'3'#*.&#.&*.%&*(&*'"%(&*/&#',&03(#*+,&5*93$#'#%,;&
whereas the domain of metaphysics is essentially consti tuted by that 
1"#2"&23..*'&8%& #.0%,'#)3'%9&%6'%(.3$$4K&8%#.)&?8%4*.9&-"4,#2,>&1%&
3(%& 3$,*;& 84& '"3'& 0%(4& /32';& 8%4*.9& %6-%(#5%.'<& L*.,%:+%.'$4;& '"%&
/#%$9&*/&%0%(4&,%-3(3'%&,2#%.2%&23.;&#/&#'&#,&23-38$%&*/&#';&8%&%6'%.9%9&
#.9%/#.#'%$4&1#'"*+'& %0%(& /#.9#.)& '"%& ,$#)"'%,'&-*#.'&*/& 2*.'32'&1#'"&
'"%&5%'3-"4,#23$&,-"%(%<&

From the preceding remarks it follows that when reference is 
made to the object of metaphysics it must not be regarded as some-
thing more or less comparable with the particular object of this or 
'"3'& ,2#%.2%<& D'& 3$,*& /*$$*1,& '"3'& '"%&*8G%2'& #.&:+%,'#*.&5+,'&3$134,&
be absolutely the same and can in no wise be something that changes 
*(&'"3'&#,&,+8G%2'&'*&'"%&#./$+%.2%,&*/&'#5%&3.9&-$32%7&'"%&2*.'#.)%.';&
'"%& 322#9%.'3$;& 3.9& '"%& 03(#38$%& 8%$*.)& %,,%.'#3$$4& '*& '"%& #.9#0#9+3$&
9*53#.7&'"%4&3(%&%0%.&2"3(32'%(#,'#2,&'"3'&.%2%,,3(#$4&2*.9#'#*.&#.9#-
0#9+3$&'"#.),&3,&,+2";&*(;&'*&,-%3@&,'#$$&5*(%&-(%2#,%$4;&'"3'&2*.9#'#*.&
'"%& #.9#0#9+3$& 3,-%2'& */& '"#.),& #.& #',& 53.#/*$9& 5*93$&#'#%,<& !"%(%&
metaphysics is concerned, all that can alter with time and place is, 
on the one hand, the manner of expression, that is to say the more 
or less external forms which metaphysics can assume and which may 
8%&03(#%9& #.9%/#.#'%$4;& 3.9&*.& '"%&*'"%(&"3.9;& '"%&9%)(%%&*/&@.*1$-
%9)%&*(& #).*(3.2%&*/& #'& '*&8%&/*+.9&35*.)&5%.7&8+'&5%'3-"4,#2,& #.&
itself always remains fundamentally and unalterably the same, for its 
*8G%2'&#,&*.%&#.&#',&%,,%.2%;&*(&'*&8%&5*(%&%632'&?1#'"*+'&9+3$#'4>;&3,&
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'"%&M#.9+,&-+'&#';&3.9&'"3'&*8G%2';&3)3#.&84&'"%&0%(4&/32'&'"3'&#'&$#%,&
?8%4*.9&.3'+(%>;&#,&3$,*&8%4*.9&3$$&2"3.)%K&'"%&A(38,&%6-(%,,&'"#,&84&
,34#.)&'"3'&?'"%&9*2'(#.%&*/&N.%.%,,&#,&*.%><&

Following the same line of argument, we may add that it is abso-
$+'%$4& #5-*,,#8$%&'*&53@%&3.4&?9#,2*0%(#%,>& #.&5%'3-"4,#2,;& /*(& #.&3&
type of knowledge which calls for the use of no specialized or exter nal 
5%3.,&*/& #.0%,'#)3'#*.&3$$& '"3'& #,& 23-38$%&*/&8%#.)&@.*1.&534&"30%&
8%%.&@.*1.&84&2%('3#.&-%(,*.,&3'&3.4&3.9&%0%(4&-%(#*97&3.9&'"#,&#.&/32'&
emerges clearly from a profound study of the traditional metaphysical 
9*2'(#.%,<& O*(%*0%(;& %0%.& 395#''#.)& '"3'& '"%& .*'#*.,& */& %0*$+'#*.&
3.9&-(*)(%,,&5#)"'&"30%&3&2%('3#.&(%$3'#0%&03$+%&#.&8#*$&*)4&3.9&,*2#-
*$*)4P'"*+)"&'"#,&#,&/3(&/(*5&"30#.)&8%%.&-(*0%9P#'&#,&.*.%'"%$%,,&
2%('3#.&'"3'&'"%4&23..*'&-*,,#8$4&/#.9&3&-$32%&#.&5%'3&-"4,#2,7&8%,#9%,;&
such ideas are completely foreign to the Easterners, just as they were 
/*(%#).& %0%.& '*&!%,'%(.%(,& +.'#$& 3$5*,'& '"%& %.9& */& '"%& %#)"'%%.'"&
century, though people in the West now take it for granted that they 
3(%&%,,%.'#3$&'*&"+53.&'"*+)"'<&J"#,&3$,*&#5-$#%,;&8%&#'&.*'%9;&3&/*(53$&
2*.9%5.3'#*.&*/&3.4&3''%5-'&3'&3--$4#.)&'"%&?"#,'*(#23$&5%'"*9>&'*&
'"%&5%'3-"4,#23$&*(9%(7&#.&/32'&'"%&5%'3-"4,&#23$&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&#,&#',%$/&
(39#23$$4&*--*,%9&'*&'"%&"#,'*(#23$&-*#.'&*/&0#%1;&*(&1"3'&-3,,%,& /*(&
such, and this opposition will be seen to amount not only to a question 
of method, but also, what is far more important, to a real question of 
-(#.2#-$%;&,#.2%&'"%&5%'3-"4,#23$&-*#.'&*/&0#%1;&#.&#',&%,,%.'#3$&#55+-
'38#$#'4;&#,&'"%&0%(4&.%)3'#*.&*/&'"%&.*'#*.,&*/&%0*$+'#*.&3.9&-(*)(%,,<&
One might say in fact that metaphysics can only be studied metaphysi-
23$$4<& Q*& .*'#2%&5+,'& 8%& '3@%.& */& 2*.'#.)%.2#%,& ,+2"& 3,& #.9#0#9+3$&
#./$+%.2%,;&1"#2"&3(%&,'(#2'$4&.*.%6#,'%.'&/(*5&'"#,&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&3.9&
23..*'&3//%2'&'"%&9*2'(#.%&#.&3.4&1347&'"%&$3''%(;&8%#.)&*/&'"%&+.#0%(,3$&
*(9%(;& #,&'"%(%84&%,,%.'#3$$4&,+-(3C#.9#0#9+3$;&3.9&.%2%,,3(#$4&(%53#.,&
+.'*+2"%9&84&,+2"&#./$+%.2%,<&R0%.&2#(2+5,'3.2%,&*/&'#5%&3.9&,-32%;&
we must repeat, can only affect the outward expression but not the 
%,,%.2%&*/& '"%&9*2'(#.%7&5*(%*0%(& '"%(%&23.&8%&.*&:+%,'#*.&"%(%;&3,&
'"%(%&#,&#.&'"%&(%$3'#0%&3.9&2*.'#.)%.'&*(9%(;&*/&?8%$#%/,>&*(&?*-#.#*.,>&
'"3'& 3(%& 5*(%& *(& $%,,& 03(#38$%& 3.9& 2"3.)#.)& -(%2#,%$4& 8%23+,%& '"%4&
3(%&5*(%&*(& $%,,&*-%.& '*&9*+8'7&5%'3-"4,#23$&@.*1$&%9)%&%,,%.'#3$$4&
#5-$#%,&-%(53.%.'&3.9&2"3.)%$%,,&2%('#'+9%<&
D.9%%9;&/(*5&'"%&0%(4&/32'&'"3'&#'&#.&.*&1#,%&,"3(%,&#.&'"%&(%$3'#0&#'4&

of the sciences, metaphysics is bound to imply absolute certainty as 
*.%& */& #',& #.'(#.,#2& 2"3(32'%(#,'#2,;& .*'& *.$4& 84& 0#('+%& */& #',& *8G%2';&
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1"#2"&#,&2%('#'+9%&#',%$/;&8+'&3$,*&84&0#('+%&*/&#',&5%'"*9;&#/&'"#,&1*(9&
can still be used in the present context, for otherwise this method, or 
1"3'%0%(&%$,%&*.%&23(%,&'*&23$$&#';&1*+$9&.*'&8%&39%:+3'%&'*&#',&*8G%2'<&
O%'3-"4,#2,& '"%(%/*(%& */& .%2%,,#'4& %62$+9%,& %0%(4& 2*.2%-&'#*.& */& 3&
hypothetical character, whence it follows that metaphysical truths, 
#.& '"%5,%$0%,;& 23..*'& #.& 3.4& 134& 8%& 2*.'%,'38$%<& L*.,%&:+%.'$4;& #/&
'"%(%&,*5%'#5%,&#,&*223,#*.&/*(&9#,2+,,#*.&3.9&2*.'(*&0%(,4;&'"#,&*.$4&
happens as a result of a defect in exposition or of an imperfect com-
-(%"%.,#*.& */& '"*,%& '(+'",<& O*(%*0%(;& %0%(4& %6-*&,#'#*.& -*,,#8$%& #.&
'"#,& 23,%& #,& .%2%,,3(#$4& 9%/%2'#0%;& 8%23+,%&5%'3&-"4,#23$& 2*.2%-'#*.,;&
84& (%3,*.& */& '"%#(& +.#0%(,3$#'4;& 23.& .%0%(& 8%& 2*5-$%'%$4& %6-(%,,%9;&
.*(&%0%.& #53)#.%9;& ,#.2%& '"%#(&%,,%.2%& #,&3''3#.38$%&84&'"%&-+(%&3.9&
?/*(5$%,,>& #.'%$$#)%.2%& 3$*.%7& '"%4& 03,'$4& %62%%9& 3$$& -*,,#8$%& /*(5,;&
especially the formulas in which language tries to enclose them, which 
are always inadequate and tend to restrict their scope and therefore 
'*&9#,'*('&'"%5<&J"%,%&/*(5+$3,;&$#@%&3$$&,458*$,;&23.&*.$4&,%(0%&3,&3&
,'3('#.)C-*#.';&3&?,+--*('>&,*& '*&,-%3@;&1"#2"&32',&3,&3.&3#9& '*13(9&
+.9%(,'3.9#.)&'"3'&1"#2"&#.&#',%$/&(%53#.,&#.%6-(%,,#8$%7&#'&#,&/*(&%32"&
53.&'*&'(4&'*&2*.2%#0%&#'&322*(9#.)&'*&'"%&%6'%.'&*/&"#,&*1.&#.'%$$%2-
'+3$&-*1%(,;&53@#.)&)**9;&#.&-(*-*('#*.&'*&"#,&,+22%,,;&'"%&+.30*#9-
38$%&9%/#2#%.2#%,& */& /*(53$& 3.9& $#5#'%9& %6-(%,,#*.7& #'& #,& 3$,*& %0#9%.'&
that these imper fections will be at their maximum when the expres-
,#*.& "3,& '*& 8%& 2*.0%4%9& '"(*+)"& '"%&5%9#+5& */& 2%('3#.& $3.)+3)%,;&
such as the European languages and especially the modern ones, which 
,%%5&-3('#2+$3($4&#$$C393-'%9&'*&'"%&%6-*,#'#*.&*/&5%'3-"4,#23$&'(+'",<&
<&<&<&O%'3-"4,#2,;&8%23+,%&#'&*-%.,&*+'&3&$#5#'$%,,&0#,'3&*/&-*,,#8#$#'#%,;&
5+,'&'3@%&23(%&.%0%(&'*&$*,%&,#)"'&*/&'"%&#.%6-(%,,&#8$%;&1"#2"&#.9%%9&
2*.,'#'+'%,&#',&0%(4&%,,%.2%<&
S.*1$%9)%& 8%$*.)#.)& '*& '"%& +.#0%(,3$& *(9%(& */& .%2%,,#'4& $#%,&

8%4*.9&3$$&'"%&9#,'#.2'#*.,&'"3'&2*.9#'#*.&'"%&@.*1$%9)%&*/&#.9#0#9&+3$&
things, of which that between subject and object is a general and 
83,#2& '4-%7& '"#,& 3$,*& )*%,& '*& ,"*1& '"3'& '"%& *8G%2'& */&5%'3-"4,#2,& #,&
in no wise comparable with the particular object of any other kind 
*/&@.*1$%9)%&1"3',*%0%(;&3.9&#.9%%9&#'&23.&*.$4&8%&(%/%((%9&'*&3,&3.&
object purely by analogy, because, in order to speak of it at all, one is 
/*(2%9&'*&3''32"&'*&#'&,*5%&9%.*5#.3'#*.&*(&*'"%(<&B#@%1#,%;&1"%.&*.%&
,-%3@,&*/&'"%&5%3.,&*/&3''3#.#.)&5%'3-"4,#23$&@.*1$%9)%;&#'&#,&%0#9%.'&
that such means can only be one and the same thing as knowledge 
#',%$/;&#.&1"#2"&,+8G%2'&3.9&*8G%2'&3(%&%,,%.'#3$$4&+.#/#%97&'"#,&35*+.',&
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to saying that the means in question, if indeed it is permissible to 
describe it by that word, cannot in any way resemble the exercise of 
3&9#,2+(,#0%&/32+$'4&,+2"&3,&#.9#0#9+3$&"+53.&(%3,*.<&A,&1%&"30%&,3#9&
8%/*(%;& 1%& 3(%& 9%3$#.)& 1#'"& '"%& ,+-(3C#.9#0#9+3$& 3.9& 2*.,%:+%.'$4&
with the supra-rational order, which does not in any way mean the 
#((3'#*.3$K&5%'3-"4,#2,&23..*'&2*.'(39#2'& (%3,*.;&8+'& #'& ,'3.9,&38*0%&
reason, which has no bearing here except as a secondary means for 
the formulation and external expression of truths that lie beyond its 
-(*0#.2%&3.9&*+',#9%&#',&,2*-%<&O%'3-"4,#&23$&'(+'",&23.&*.$4&8%&2*.-
2%#0%9&84&'"%&+,%&*/&3&/32+$'4&'"3'&9*%,&.*'&8%$*.)&'*&'"%&#.9#0#9+3$&
order, and that, by reason of the immediate character of its operation, 
534&8%&23$$%9&?#.'+#'#0%>;&8+'&*.$4&*.& '"%& ,'(#2'&2*.9#'#*.& '"3'& #'& #,&
.*'& (%)3(9%9&3,&"30#.)&3.4'"#.)& #.&2*5&5*.&1#'"& '"%& /32+$'4&1"#2"&
2%('3#.&2*.'%5-*(3(4&-"#$*,*-"%(,&23$$&#.'+#'#*.;&3&-+(%$4&#.,'#.2'#0%&
3.9&0#'3$&/32+$'4&'"3'&#,&(%3$$4&8%.%3'"&(%3,*.&3.9&.*'&38*0%&#'<&J*&8%&
more precise, it should be said that the faculty we are now referring 
to is intellectual intuition, the real ity of which has been consistently 
denied by modern philosophy, which has failed to grasp its real nature 
1"%.%0%(&#'&"3,&.*'&-(%&/%((%9&,#5-$4&'*&#).*(%&#'7&'"#,&/32+$'4&23.&3$,*&
be called the pure intellect, following the practice of Aristotle and his 
=2"*$3,'#2&,+2&2%,,*(,;&/*(&'*&'"%5&'"%&#.'%$$%2'&13,&#.&/32'&'"3'&/32+$'4&
1"#2"&-*,&,%,,%9&3&9#(%2'&@.*1$%9)%&*/&-(#.2#-$%,<&A(#,'*'$%&%6-(%,,$4&
declaresT '"3'&?'"%&#.'%$$%2'&#,&'(+%(&'"3.&,2#%.2%>;&1"#2"&35*+.',&'*&
saying that it is more true than the reason which constructs that sci-
%.2%7&"%&3$,*&,34,&'"3'&?.*'"#.)&#,&5*(%&'(+%&'"3.&'"%&#.'%$$%2'>;&/*(&#'&
is neces sarily infallible from the fact that its operation is immediate 
and because, not being really distinct from its object, it is identified 
1#'"&'"%&'(+'"&#',%$/<&
=+2"&#,&'"%&%,,%.'#3$&83,#,&*/&5%'3-"4,#23$&2%('3#.'47&#'&534&'"+,&8%&

seen that error can only enter in with the use of reason, that is, with 
'"%&/*(5+$3'#*.&*/&'"%&'(+'",&'"3'&'"%&#.'%$$%2'&"3,&2*.2%#0%9;&3.9&'"#,&
/*$$*1,&/(*5&'"%&/32'&'"3'&(%3,*.&#,&*80#*+,$4&/3$$#8$%&#.&2*.,%:+%.2%&*/&
#',&9#,2+(,#0%&3.9&5%9#3'%&2"3(32'%(<&U+('"%(5*(%;&,#.2%&3$$&%6-(%,,#*.&
#,&8*+.9&'*&8%&#5-%(/%2'&3.9&$#5#'%9;&%((*(&#,& #.%0#'38$%&#.&#',&/*(5;&
#/&.*'&#.&#',&2*.'%.'K&"*1%0%(&%632'&*.%&'(#%,&'*&53@%&'"%&%6-(%,,#*.;&
1"3'&#,&$%/'&*+'&#,&3$134,&5+2"&)(%3'%(&'"3.&1"3'&#,&#.2$+9%97&8+'&'"#,&
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+.30*#938$%&%((*(&#.&%6-(%,,#*.&2*.'3#.,&.*'"#.)&-*,#'#0%&3,&,+2"&3.9&
simply amounts to a lesser truth, since it resides merely in the partial 
3.9&#.2*5-$%'%&/*(5+$3'#*.&*/&'"%&#.'%)(3$&'(+'"<&

It now becomes possible to grasp the profound significance of 
the distinction between metaphysical and scientific knowledge: the 
/#(,'&#,&9%(#0%9&/(*5&'"%&-+(%&#.'%$$%2';&1"#2"&"3,&'"%&E.#0%(,3$&/*(&#',&
9*53#.7&'"%&,%2*.9&#,&9%(#0%9&/(*5&(%3,*.;&1"#2"&"3,&'"%&)%.%(3$&/*(&
its domain since, as Aristotle has declared, “there is no science but that 
*/&'"%&)%.%(3$><&N.%&5+,'&*.&.*&322*+.'&2*./+,%&'"%&E.#&0%(,3$&1#'"&
the general, as often happens among Western logicians, who more-
*0%(&.%0%(&(%3$$4&)*&8%4*.9&'"%&)%.%(3$;&%0%.&1"%.&'"%4&%((*.%*+,$4&
3--$4&'*&#'&'"%&.35%&*/&+.#0%(,3$<&J"%&-*#.'&*/&0#%1&*/&'"%&,2#%.2%,;&
3,&1%&"30%&,"*1.;&8%$*.),&'*&'"%&#.9#0#9+3$&*(9%(7&'"%&)%.%(3$&#,&.*'&
*--*,%9&'*&'"%&#.9#0#9+3$;&8+'&*.$4&'*&'"%&-3('#2+$3(;&,#.2%&#'&#,&(%3$$4&
.*'"#.)&%$,%&'"3.&'"%&#.9#0#9+3$&%6'%.9%97&5*(%&*0%(&'"%&#.9#0#9+3$&23.&
(%2%#0%&3.&#.9%/#.#'%&%6'%.,#*.&1#'"*+'&'"%(%84&3$'%(#.)&#',&.3'+(%&3.9&
1#'"*+'& %,23-#.)& /(*5& #',& (%,'(#2'#0%& 3.9& $#5#'#.)& 2*.9#'#*.,7& '"3'& #,&
1"4&1%&,34&'"3'&,2#%.2%&2*+$9&8%&#.9%/#.#'%$4&%6'%.9%9&1#'"*+'&%0%(&
joining metaphysics, from which it will always remain as completely 
,%-3(3'%&3,&%0%(;&8%23+,%&5%'3&-"4,#2,&3$*.%&%58(32%,&'"%&@.*1$%9)%&
*/&'"%&E.#0%(,3$<&
<&<&<&A$$&'"3'&1%&"30%&G+,'&,3#9&23.&8%&3--$#%9;&1#'"*+'&(%,%(03'#*.;&

'*&%0%(4&*.%&*/&'"%&'(39#'#*.3$&9*2'(#.%,&*/&'"%&R3,';&#.&,-#'%&*/&)(%3'&
differences in form which might conceal their fundamental identity 
/(*5&'"%&%4%,&*/&3&23,+3$&*8,%(0%(K&'"#,&2*.2%-'#*.&*/&5%'3-"4,#2,&#,&
%:+3$$4&'(+%&*/&J3*#,5;&*/&'"%&M#.9+&9*2'(#.%;&3.9&3$,*&*/&'"%&#.13(9&
3.9& %6'(3C(%$#)#*+,& 3,-%2'& */& D,$35<& Q*1;& #,& '"%(%& 3.4'"#.)& */& '"%&
@#.9&'*&8%&/*+.9&#.&'"%&!%,'%(.&1*($9W&D/&*.%&1%(%&*.$4&'*&2*.&,#9%(&
what actually exists at the present time, it would certainly not be 
-*,,#8$%& '*&)#0%&3.4&8+'&3&.%)3'#0%&3.,1%(& '*& '"#,&:+%,'#*.;& /*(& '"3'&
which modern philosophical thought is sometimes content to label 
3,&5%'3-"4,#2,& 8%3(,& .*& (%$3'#*.&1"3',*%0%(& '*& '"%& 2*.2%-'#*.& G+,'&
-+'&/*(13(9<&<& <& <&Q%0%('"%$%,,;&1"3'&1%&,3#9&38*+'&A(#,'*'$%&3.9&'"%&
=2"*$3,'#2&9*2'(#.%& 3'& $%3,'& ,"*1,& '"3'&5%'3-"4,#2,& (%3$$4& %6#,'%9& #.&
'"%&!%,'&'*&3&2%('3#.&%6'%.';&#/&#.2*5-$%'%$47&3.9&#.&,-#'%&*/&'"#,&.%2%,-
,3(4&(%,%(&03'#*.;&*.%&23.&,34&'"3'&"%(%&13,&,*5%'"#.)&'"3'&#,&1#'"*+'&
'"%&,$#)"'%,'&%:+#03$%.'&#.&'"%&5*9%(.&5%.'3$#'4&3.9&'"3'&,%%5,&'*&8%&
+''%($4& 8%4*.9& #',& 2*5-(%"%.,#*.<&N.& '"%& *'"%(& "3.9;& #/& '"%& 38*0%&
(%,%(03'#*.& #,&+.30*#938$%;& #'& #,&8%23+,%;&3,&1%&,3#9&%3($#%(&*.;& '"%(%&
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are certain limitations that seem to be innate in the whole of West ern 
#.'%$$%2'+3$#'4;&3'&$%3,'&/(*5&'"%&'#5%&*/&2$3,,#23$&3.'#:+#'4&*.13(97&1%&
"30%&3$(%394&.*'%9;&#.&'"#,&(%,-%2';&'"3'&'"%&X(%%@,&"39&.*&.*'#*.&*/&
'"%&D./#.#'%<&V%,#9%,;&1"4&9*&5*9%(.&!%,'%(.%(,;&1"%.&'"%4&#53)#.%&
'"%4&3(%&2*.2%#0#.)&'"%&D./#.#'%;&3$134,&(%-(%,%.'&#'&3,&3&,-32%;&1"#2"&
can only be indefinite, and why do they persist in con fusing eternity, 
1"#2"& 38#9%,& %,,%.'#3$$4& #.& '"%&?'#5%$%,,>;& #/& *.%&534& ,*&%6-(%,,& #';&
with perpetuity, which is but an indefinite extension of time, whereas 
,+2"&5#,2*.2%-'#*.,&9*&.*'&*22+(&35*.)&R3,'%(.%(,W&J"%&/32'&#,&'"3'&
'"%&!%,'%(.&5#.9;&8%#.)&3$5*,'&%62$+,#0%$4& #.2$#.%9&'*&'"%&,'+94&*/&
'"%&'"#.),&*/&'"%&,%.,%,;&#,&2*.,'3.'$4&$%9&'*&2*./+,%&2*.2%#0#.)&1#'"&
#53)#.#.);&'*&'"%&%6'%.'&'"3'&1"3'%0%(&#,&.*'&23-3&8$%&*/&,%.,#8$%&(%--
(%,%.'3'#*.&,%%5,&'*&#'&'*&8%&32'+3$$4&+.'"#.@38$%&/*(&'"3'&0%(4&(%3,*.7&
%0%.&35*.)&'"%&X(%%@,&'"%&#53)#.3'#0%&/32+$&'#%,&1%(%&-(%-*.9%(3.'<&
J"#,&#,&*80#*+,$4&'"%&0%(4&*--*,#'%&*/&-+(%&'"*+)"'7&+.9%(&'"%,%&2*.-
ditions there can be no intellectuality in the real sense of the word and 
2*.,%:+%.'$4&.*&5%'3-"4,#2,<&D/&3.*'"%(&2*55*.&2*./+,#*.&8%&399%9&
as well, namely that of the rational with the intellectual, it becomes 
%0#9%.'& '"3'& '"%& ,+--*,%9&!%,'%(.& #.'%$$%2'+3$#'4;& %,-%2#3$$4& 35*.)&
the moderns, in reality amounts to no more than the exercising of the 
%62$+,#0%$4&#.9#0#9+3$&3.9&/*(53$&/32+$'#%,&*/&(%3,*.&3.9&#53)#.3'#*.7&
it can then be understood what a gulf separates it from Eastern intel-
$%2'+3$#'4;&1"#2"&(%)3(9,&.*&@.*1$%9)%&3,&(%3$&*(&03$+38$%&%62%-'#.)&
'"3'&@.*1$%9)%&1"#2"&"3,&#',&9%%-%,'&(**',&#.&'"%&E.#0%(,3$&3.9&'"%&
/*(5$%,,<  
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